
 

 

 

 
A few words about Middle School Summer Reading… 
 

Natick's middle school Language & Literacy teachers have selected required texts to provide rich 
literary experiences to keep students reading and growing during the summer months. 
Considering the difficulties this year, it is critically important that students stay engaged during 
the summer months to help with the transition back to school next fall. The required titles will 
serve as a launch to learning for students in the fall and will offer teachers an opportunity to 
create learning experiences related to summer reading that will target some of the skills and 
standards that were missed during virtual learning. Teachers will plan discussions and written 
assignments to complement these titles, so it will be important to read carefully and critically.  
 
Eighth grade has one required text, while grades five-seven have options for their required 
readings. Students need to select one of the following texts to read in grades five-seven, but if 
interested, students can certainly read more than one of the choices. Titles with a * have 
audiobooks available and links are provided on each page with information about how to sign up 
for library cards to access the books electronically for free. Books can also be purchased online 
from local bookstores. 
 
In addition to the required text for the grade level, students should read at least two other books. 
Visit our School Library home pages (KMS / WMS ) or the local library or bookseller for 
recommendations! 

Summer Reading 2020 



 

 

 
We wish you a happy and healthy summer! 

 Incoming Grade 8 

The Outsiders * 
by  

S.E. Hinton 
 

No one ever said life was easy. But Ponyboy is pretty sure that 
he's got things figured out. He knows that he can count on his 
brothers, Darry and Sodapop. And he knows that he can count 
on his friends—true friends who would do anything for him, like 
Johnny and Two-Bit. But not on much else besides trouble with 
the Socs, a vicious gang of rich kids whose idea of a good time is 
beating up on “greasers” like Ponyboy. At least he knows what 
to expect—until the night someone takes things too far. 

The Outsiders is a dramatic and enduring work of fiction that 
laid the groundwork for the YA genre. S. E. Hinton's classic story 
of a boy who finds himself on the outskirts of regular society 
remains as powerful today as it was the day it was first 
published. 

"The Outsiders transformed young-adult fiction from a genre 
mostly about prom queens, football players and high school 
crushes to one that portrayed a darker, truer world." —The 
New York Times 

 

 

 

 

As you read, think about these questions: 

● Which characters make the choices that have significant consequences? 
● What’s the meaning of the title The Outsiders? 
● Who is the angriest character in the story and why? 
● How does the poem “Nothing Gold Can Stay” relate to the novel? 

 
Learn about S.E. Hinton and her other books on her website. Click here! 



 

 

Also available at the Morse Institute Library. Sign up for an eCard here. Click here for The Outsiders on Overdrive. 
This book is available through the Boston Public Library. Sign up for an eCard for free here. 

 
Incoming Grade 7 
Look Both Ways * 
by Jason Reynolds 

 

This story was going to begin like all the best stories. With a school 
bus falling from the sky. But no one saw it happen. They were all 
too busy— 
 
Talking about boogers. 
Stealing pocket change. 
Skateboarding. 
Wiping out. 
Braving up. 
Executing complicated handshakes. 
Planning an escape. 
Making jokes. 
Lotioning up. 
Finding comfort. 
But mostly, too busy walking home. 
 
Jason Reynolds conjures ten tales (one per block) about what 
happens after the dismissal bell rings, and brilliantly weaves them 
into one wickedly funny, piercingly poignant look at the detours we 

face on the walk home, and in life. 
 

As you read, think about these questions: 

● How many people do you encounter that you don’t REALLY know?   
● How well do you know the other kids in your school? 
● What is it that makes a person memorable?   
● What are characteristics that you look for in a friend?  
● Ms. Broome, the English teacher, gives a writing assignment: “[She] wanted each student to write about being 

something else.  What would you write about if you had to write about being something else?  
 
 
Learn more about Jason Reynolds and his other books on his website. Click here. 
Also available at the Morse Institute Library. Sign up for an eCard here. Click here for Look Both Ways on Overdrive. 
This book is available through the Boston Public Library. Sign up for an eCard for free here. 



 

 

 

 
 

Incoming Grade 7 
The Next Great Paulie Fink * 

By Ali Benjamin  
 

When Caitlyn Breen begins her disorienting new life at 
Mitchell School—where the students take care of real live 
goats and study long-dead philosophers, and where there 
are only ten other students in the entire seventh grade—it 
seems like nobody can stop talking about some kid named 
Paulie Fink. 
 
Depending on whom you ask, Paulie was either a hilarious 
class clown, a relentless troublemaker, a hapless klutz, or 
an evil genius. One thing's for sure, though: The kid was 
totally legendary. Now he's disappeared, and Caitlyn finds 
herself leading a reality-show-style competition to find the 
school's next great Paulie Fink. With each challenge, Caitlyn 
struggles to understand a person she never met...but it's 
what she discovers about herself that most surprises her. 
 
Told in multiple voices, interviews, and documents, this 
funny, thought-provoking novel from the bestselling author 
of The Thing About Jellyfish is a memorable exploration of 
what makes a hero—and if anyone, or anything, is truly 
what it seems. 
 

As you read, think about these questions: 

● What are themes of The Next Great Paulie Fink? 
● Have you ever experienced a significant change in your life, such as moving or having a best friend move?  How 

did you handle the situation? Were there unexpected people who helped you through the change?  
● Describe a situation that brought your family, class, school, community together, as the news about the future 

of The Mitchell School did.   
● Think about your interactions, big or small, that you have with people in school.  Caitlyn has interactions she is 

proud of and some, specifically with Anna Spang, that she is embarrassed of.  How can you relate to these 
situations?  

● Do you think you can ever really know what someone else is going through?How can your assumptions about 
someone else’s life impact them? How 
do your assumptions about others limit yourself? (from the author’s discussion guide)  



 

 

● The author changes perspectives while Caitlyn interviews others. What impact does this have on the story?  
 

Learn more about Ali Benjamin and her other books on her website. Click here. 
Also available at the Morse Institute Library. Sign up for an eCard here. Click here for The Next Great Paulie Fink on 
Overdrive. This book is available through the Boston Public Library. Sign up for an eCard for free here. 

 Incoming Grade 6 
Song for a Whale * 

by  
Lynne Kelly 

 

From fixing the class computer to repairing old radios, 
twelve-year-old Iris is a tech genius. But she's the only deaf 
person in her school, so people often treat her like she's not 
very smart. If you've ever felt like no one was listening to 
you, then you know how hard that can be. 

When she learns about Blue 55, a real whale who is unable 
to speak to other whales, Iris understands how he must feel. 
Then she has an idea: she should invent a way to "sing" to 
him! But he's three thousand miles away. How will she play 
her song for him? 

Full of heart and poignancy, this affecting story by sign 
language interpreter Lynne Kelly shows how a little 
determination can make big waves. 

"Fascinating, brave, and tender...a triumph." —Katherine 
Applegate, Newbery Award-winning author of The One and 
Only Ivan 

 

 

As you read, think about these questions: 

● Describe how the main character(s) are unique or different from their peers?  
● The main character(s) have conflict with peers at school or at camp? Why? How do the main character(s) handle 

it when they come into conflict with a peer? 
● Who is a mentor to the main character(s)? How does the mentor help the main character(s)? 
● What is the purpose or goal of the main character(s)? How does the main character(s) work to achieve this goal? 
● What are the steps that the main character(s) take to achieve their goal? How do these steps affect friends and 

family of the main character(s)? 
 



 

 

 
Learn about Lynne Kelly and her other books on her website. Click here! 
Also available at the Morse Institute Library. Sign up for an eCard here. Click here for Song for a Whale on Overdrive. 
This book is available through the Boston Public Library. Sign up for an eCard for free here. 
 
 
 

 Incoming Grade 6 
Ghost * 

by  
Jason Reynolds 

 

Ghost wants to be the fastest sprinter on his elite middle school 
track team, but his past is slowing him down in this first 
electrifying novel of a brand-new series from Coretta Scott 
King/John Steptoe Award–winning author Jason Reynolds. 

Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny. Four kids from wildly different 
backgrounds with personalities that are explosive when they clash. 
But they are also four kids chosen for an elite middle school track 
team—a team that could qualify them for the Junior Olympics if 
they can get their acts together. They all have a lot to lose, but they 
also have a lot to prove, not only to each other, but to themselves. 

Running. That’s all Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever 
known. But Ghost has been running for the wrong reasons—it all 
started with running away from his father, who, when Ghost was a 
very little boy, chased him and his mother through their apartment, 
then down the street, with a loaded gun, aiming to kill. Since then, 
Ghost has been the one causing problems—and running away from 
them—until he meets Coach, an ex-Olympic Medalist who sees 
something in Ghost: crazy natural talent. If Ghost can stay on track, 
literally and figuratively, he could be the best sprinter in the city. 
Can Ghost harness his raw talent for speed, or will his past finally 
catch up to him? 

 

As you read, think about these questions: 

● Describe how the main character(s) are unique or different from their peers?  
● The main character(s) have conflict with peers at school or at camp? Why? How do the main character(s) handle 

it when they come into conflict with a peer? 
● Who is a mentor to the main character(s)? How does the mentor help the main character(s)? 
● What is the purpose or goal of the main character(s)? How does the main character(s) work to achieve this goal? 



 

 

● What are the steps that the main character(s) take to achieve their goal? How do these steps affect friends and 
family of the main character(s)? 
 

 
Learn more about Jason Reynolds and his other books on his website. Click here. 
Also available at the Morse Institute Library. Sign up for an eCard here. Click here for Ghost on Overdrive. 
This book is available through the Boston Public Library. Sign up for an eCard for free here. 

 
 

 Incoming Grade 6 
To: Night Owl From: Dogfish * 

by  
Holly Goldberg Sloan & Meg Wolitzer 

 
Avery Bloom, who's bookish, intense, and afraid of many things, 
particularly deep water, lives in New York City. Bett Devlin, who's 
fearless, outgoing, and loves all animals as well as the ocean, lives in 
California. What they have in common is that they are both twelve 
years old, and are both being raised by single, gay dads. 

When their dads fall in love, Bett and Avery are sent, against their 
will, to the same sleepaway camp. Their dads hope that they will 
find common ground and become friends—and possibly, one day, 
even sisters. 

But things soon go off the rails for the girls (and for their dads too), 
and they find themselves on a summer adventure that neither of 
them could have predicted. Now that they can't imagine life 
without each other, will Bett and Avery (who sometimes call 
themselves Night Owl and Dogfish) figure out a way to be a family? 

 

 

 

 

As you read, think about these questions: 

● Describe how the main character(s) are unique or different from their peers?  
● The main character(s) have conflict with peers at school or at camp? Why? How do the main character(s) handle 

it when they come into conflict with a peer? 
● Who is a mentor to the main character(s)? How does the mentor help the main character(s)? 
● What is the purpose or goal of the main character(s)? How does the main character(s) work to achieve this goal? 



 

 

● What are the steps that the main character(s) take to achieve their goal? How do these steps affect friends and 
family of the main character(s)? 
 

 
Learn more about Holly Goldberg Sloan and Meg Wolitzer check out their website.  Click here. 
Also available at the Morse Institute Library. Sign up for an eCard here. Click here for To Night Owl From DogFish on Overdrive. 
This book is available through the Boston Public Library. Sign up for an eCard for free here. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Incoming Grade 5 
Because of the Rabbit * 

by  
Cynthia Lord 

 
On the last night of summer, Emma tags along with her game 
warden father on a routine call. They're supposed to rescue a wild 
rabbit from a picket fence, but instead they find a little bunny. 
Emma convinces her father to bring him home for the night. 
The next day, Emma starts public school for the very first time 
after years of being homeschooled. More than anything, Emma 
wants to make a best friend in school. 
But things don't go as planned. On the first day of school, she's 
paired with a boy named Jack for a project. He can't stay on topic, 
he speaks out of turn, and he's obsessed with animals. Jack doesn't 
fit in, and Emma's worried he'll make her stand out. 
Emma and Jack bond over her rescue rabbit. But will their new 
friendship keep Emma from finding the new best friend she's 
meant to have? 
Newbery Honor-winning author Cynthia Lord has written a 
beautiful and sensitive book about being different and staying true 
to yourself. 
 

 

As you read, think about these questions: 

● Describe a friend you’ve had who was or is different than you.  Is it possible to have multiple best friends? 
● Think about any people in your life that you dislike. Is your dislike of them sincere, understandable, and/or 

reasonable? How do you treat them and why? 



 

 

● Have you ever been in a situation where you have to help a friend solve a problem that he/she caused? To what 
extent, if any, are you responsible for the problems of your friends? 

● Are leaders born, or can they be made? 
 

 
 
Learn about Cynthia Lord and her other books on her website. Click here! 
Also available at the Morse Institute Library. Sign up for an eCard here. Click here for Because of the Rabbit on 
Overdrive. 
This book is available through the Boston Public Library. Sign up for an eCard for free here. 
 
 
 
 

 Incoming Grade 5 
Enginerds 

by  
Jarrett Lerner 
 
Ken is an EngiNerd: one of a super-smart group of friends—all 
nerds—who have been close since kindergarten. 

They may be brainiacs, but they’re just like everyone else: they 
fight with one another, watch too much TV, eat Chinese food, and 
hate walking their dogs. Well, maybe not just like everyone 
because Ken’s best friend Dan has been building robots. He then 
secretly sent one to each of the EngiNerds, never letting them 
know he’s the mastermind. 

At first Ken is awed and delighted: what kid hasn’t dreamed of 
having a robot all their own? Someone who can be their friend, 
clean their room, walk the dog, answer homework 
questions...how amazing is that? 

But be careful what you wish for: Dan’s robot, Greeeg, may look 
innocent, but his ravenous consumption of food—comestibles—
turns him into a butt-blasting bot. And once the other robots 
‘come alive’ it’s up to the motley crew of EngiNerds to not only 
save the day, but save the planet! 

 

 

 



 

 

As you read, think about these questions: 

● Describe a friend you’ve had who was or is different than you.  Is it possible to have multiple best friends? 
● Think about any people in your life that you dislike. Is your dislike of them sincere, understandable, and/or 

reasonable? How do you treat them and why? 
● Have you ever been in a situation where you have to help a friend solve a problem that he/she caused? To what 

extent, if any, are you responsible for the problems of your friends? 
● Are leaders born, or can they be made? 

 
Learn about Jarrett Lerner and his other books on his website. Click here! 
Also available at the Morse Institute Library. Sign up for an eCard here. Click here for EngiNerds on Overdrive. 
This book is available through the Boston Public Library. Sign up for an eCard for free here. 


